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Tno happiest news in Dhahran 

for'two individuals occurred on 
March 25, 1946 at precisely 4s55 p.n. 
when at the Dhahran Hospital a son was 
born to Betty and Jack Hosmer; everyone 
in the Field wishes all three continued 
good health# 

As a matter of record we*11 say 
this bouncing male weighed 6 3/4 pounds 
orl arrival, ana had blond hair; tho 
former will change from day to day and 
mayhups the latter if he takes after 
his Dad, Named: Jack Lindstrom Hoomor. 

On first viewing him, hearing him 
bellow thru lusty lungs, and watching 
him 3Wing his arms und legs, it was 
difficult to guess in years to come 
what craft.ho may take up# All that 
fussing and fuming means either of two 
things: hunger or changing .... and 
Jack will be initiated into the latter 
very shortly# 

************************************** 

A Farewell Party 


A Honorable Event 


will be taking place in Just about 
two months when His Majesty King Ion 
Sa*ud will honor us with a Royal Visit; 
Tho very actual date of arrival is not 
known. 

Clark Cypher has been appointed 
Chairman of the Committee on the King* s 
visit; Bill Eltisto, Gone Hughos, Larry 
Cramp bon and Bill Palmer will also serve 
on that Committee. 

********** 

A history of Kiu^ ibn Sa*ud has 
been written by George Rents, and the 
first installment appears on pages 2, 3 
and 4 of this issue. 

*************************************** 


Two groat papers to merge ...... 


/f 


There is about to be a merger of 
the "Flare" (slightly over a year old 
and crawling), and the "Arabian Sun" 
(just cutting its back teetli). 


was held Saturday evening at the 
home of Mr. & Mrs. John Ramirez, for 
the coming departure on home leave of 
Bill Eyre and Harold Smith .. to them 
wo say "adios" for a while. Ida Ruair- 
oz is also returning to tho States and 
to her we say the best of everything al 
ways. The drillers were well represent 
ed at this party and kept drifting in 
and out — to be honest could not toll 
if it was a B Y 0 L party. 

Anu at this party 

there was a cake on the side of 
which was orectod a sugar derrick, and 
the top was inscribed .... "30 years" - 
to Etafck the completion of 30 years serv. 
ice for Al Fox on April 4* Al a recent 
grandpappy, was allowed to take the 
derrick home with him, after "Mu" Frit- 
zie carved the cake into enough pieces 
to serve evoryone. 


There was a meeting on March 30 
and at this meeting both Editors:Jensen 
and Mahoney learned from officialdom 
that their hard efforts put forth in 
54 weeks and 40 weeks respectively havo 
shown vast improvement though both were 
accused of jumping off the deep end at 
times. 

We are emerging from tho "Construc¬ 
tion Era" in Arabia to the more settled 
state of affairs and with real communit¬ 
ies booming in our .midst, the ideas of 
both Editors and their editorial staffs 
will be utilized to the fullest to issu^ 
a weekly for Dhnhmn, Ras Tanura and oui 
almost forgotten cousins at Abqaiq.# 

Despite false rumors the "Arabian 
Sun"is not bankrupt; we go on record to 
say the "Flar§" got its last start from 
the sale of "Kiser* s Dairy". 
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King Ibn Sa’ud 

by George Rentz 

(This is the first of a series of , 
articlos giving a brief aocount of tho 
life and achievements of H. M. King Ibn 
Sa’ud* The articles have boon based on 
tho boat sources available in Arabic 
and English* Ono will appoar ouch week 
for soroo tirao to come*) 

Tno Houso of Sa’ud 


Tho official n^mo of tho Kin^ of 
Saudi Arabia is in full *Abdul 'Ails 
ibn ’ Abdul Kuhmaa Al Faisal Al S&’ud,* 
that is ’Abdul AAziz tho son of * Abdul 
R&haan of the House (or family)** of 
i'aisal, (which is a branch) of the Hou30 
of Sa’ud, The official shorter form,as 
used for example by the King himself in 
signatures, is ’Abdul ’Aziz Al Su’ud, 
that is ’Abdul ’Aziz of tho House of 
Sa’ud. Arubs often call him Ibu Sa’ud 
(commonly pronounced Bin Sa’ud^ that is 
Son of (the houso of) Sa’ud, the nano by 
which'he is bo3t known to tho outsido 
world, though it is not an official fomi 
Tho Beau usually refor to him as 
nl-3huyukli, that is tho Shaikhs, using 
the plural as a sign of respect* 

The House of Sa’ud is a family of 
the great tribe of ’Auaza, whoso homo 
was originally in tho Yemen, During the 
migrations of tho ’Anaza northward many 
members gave up tho lifo of wandering to 
settle in towns along tho my* The 
Houso of Sn’ud have been town dwellers 
for many generations, but thoy are still 
proud of their pure Bedouin lineage* 

The founder of the House was one 
Sa’ud, the Amir or ruler in the early 
eighteenth contury of Al Dar’iya, the 
ruins of which still oxist in Wadi Knn- 
lfa, a few miles northwest of Riyadh, 

His son Muhammad ibn Su’ud espoused tho 
cause of tho religious reformer Mukamm- 
ad ibn ’Abdul Wakhab, whoso fundamental¬ 
ist interpretation of Islam, known as 
Wahhabism, is tho official faith of 
Saudi i^rabia today. Tho descendants of 
Muhammad ibn Sa’ud built up a groat 
vrahhabi empire that embraced most of tho 
.Fabian Peninsula, la tho second docado 
of the nineteenth contury this empire 
was overthrown by the forces of Muhamm¬ 
ad ’Ali Pasha, the virtually independent 
Viceroy of Egypt under the OttomnnJBapiro, 


Tho correct spelling of the name in 
Arabic is Su’ud, but tho form Sa’ud 
is used hero since it has become so 
well established in E n glish, 


** Tho word Al (written hero with a 
capital A and in i^rabic with a madda 
ovor tho alif) is entirely different | 
from the definite nrticle al* _i 


iTurki, a grandson of Muhammad ibn 
Sa’ud, undertook the task of robuilding 
tho Wahhabi power, Tho Capital was trar 
sforroa from /-I DaAya, which had boon 
destroyod by the Turco-Egypticn forces, 
to Riyadh, In 1840 tho TurcoAEgyptian 
garrisons wore ovacuatod, Turki’a son 
Peisol carried on the work as an indep¬ 
endent ruler in Najd from 1845 bo 1865 
— it is from his branch of the Houso oi 
Sa’ud that tho present King comes. 

Paisal left four sons, tho youngost beiejg 
’Abdul Rahman, tho father of the King* 

The quarrels of the two oldost brothers 
and other members of the family weaken¬ 
ed the Wahhabi stato at a time when the 
powo;,.- of the House of Rashid with its 
capital at Ha’il in Jabal Shammar was 
growing great* During this period, fron 
I 865 to 1889 , tho nominal ruler whose 
authority was often challenged was 
’Abdullah, the oldest of the four sons. 

It was in his days that tho boy was 
bora who in the twentieth century be¬ 
come King of Saudi Arabia* 

1880 (?) Birth of Ibn Sa’ud 

although there is groat disagree¬ 
ment among tho authorities over tho date 
of Ibn Sa’ud*s birth,* tho time most fre 
quently given is November or Docombor 
1830. The place wa 3 Riyadh* Tho mothoi 
of the future King was Sara of the 
Sudairi family, who had long distinguisi 
od themselves as loyal supporters of the 
House of Sn*u<3 (the present «mir of the 
Dhahran District comes from this family)(. 
She was considered one of the most ex¬ 
cellent women of her timo. Ho was not 
his father’s first sen; there was an 
older brother named Faisal, 

• 

1880-1890 Ibn Sa’ud tho Boy 

Few details are knownof tho oarly 
life of the boy at Riyadh, Tao situa¬ 
tion of hiG family was growing progress- 
ivjly more unstable* Ho E>rout hopos 
were foousod on Ibn Sa’ud, who as tho 
younger son of a younger son was not 
singled out as a future rulor* Nevortke 
loss, his father gave him a good upbring 
lug* Under the direction of a shaikh 
from Al Kaarj ho learaod to road and 
write and mastored the touchings of 
Islam as set forth in tho Koran and ex¬ 
pounded by the Wahhabi ’uloma. However, 
he spont more timo outside of school 
than in. From his earliest days he has 
beon essentially a practical man. Bcrniji 
a time of troubles, his greatest need 
For example, Fuad Hamza, tho Saudi 
Arab Minister to Turkey, in his two boolds 
on Arabia gives December 1880 in the 1st 
boo k end 21 Octoher ififta in tho Pnd.-_- 
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King Ibn Sa'ud by George Reutz - continued 


was for exportoneo in warfare and Arab 
politics. As a boy he learned to rido 
and oxcol in the uso of the weapons of 
the day. He hunted and roomed over the 
oountryside, growing familiar with the 
ways of the Bodu, who wore important 
instruments of policy for the city 
princes. Ho uevoloped a strong body 
3b.d great powers of endurance. At the 
same time his religious instructionrwas 
continued by one of the foundors of 
Wahhabism, ' Ibn Sa'ud also learned much 
by attor.ding the daily sessions in his 
father's council chonbor. 


Moonwhile the house of Sa'ud foil 
on very evil days, Huh aimed ij. Rashid 
dofoated their forcos in the fiold and 
subjocted Riyadh to his authority, 
appointing a govornor war the town, 
'Abdul Rahman, the boy's father jspent 
some tine in Ha'il, tho Rashidi Capital, 

In 1889 Muhammad A1 Rashid allowed 
'Abdullah, the nominal Amir of Riyadh, 
who was vory side at the time, to re¬ 
turn to his home accompaniod by his 
younger brother 'Abdul Rahman, 'Abdulla!. 
died almost immediately after hi 3 arri¬ 
val, and people began looking to 'Abdul 
Rahman as the head of the house, even 
though there was another brother older 


! than he still living. 

The following year (1890) 'Aodul 
Rahman organized a rising against the 
Rashidi govornor in Riyadh, Tho sup¬ 
porters of the House of Sa'ud fell un 
tho Rashidi garrison in tho council chun 
ber of * ao&uI Rahman's palace, killing 
many of thorn and taking tho governor 
himsolf prisoner, Ibn Sa'ud, then a 
boy of ten (?), is said to have been 
present; for the first time ho saw the 
shedding of blood in battle and felt the 
full force of his pooplo's desire to 
rid themselves of tho foreign yoke. 


Muhammad A1 Rashid came down at onq* 
to punish Riyadh, Ho laid siogo to the 
city but could n<">t take it. During the 
siege Ibn Sa'ud's older brother Faisal 
died, i,ftor a time the besieged met 
the besiegers to negotiate, and Ibn 
Su'ui accompaniod tho delegates from 
his city. When Muhammad Ai Rushid saw 
the lad he saiu to him, "Perhaps God 
will set you in the placo of your brother 
Faisal." *s a rosuJt of tho negotia¬ 
tions '^bdul Rahman recognized Rashidi 
overlordship aha so was allowed to re¬ 
main as subordinate ruler of Riyadh, 

continued on page 4 
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King Ibn Sa*ud by Goorgo Rontz J continued ^ 

1891-1900 The Ypars of lixllo 


Tlie rising in Riyadh had not boon 
completely successful; Liuhanmad Al Rash** 
id was still too strong. However, 

*Abdul Rahman was encouraged to make a 
i supreme trial of strongth. By diplomacy 
| ho ondeavored to win over allies to his 
1 cause; he succeodod in enlisting tho 
support of the princes of Buraida and 
*Anaiza, the twin kitits'of Qasim. 
Learning of the preparations in the 
south, Muhammad Al Rashid sent his mess** 
engers postehaste on their camels to his 
»fellow tribesmen the Shamm&r all tho way 
jto Iraq, His mobilization proceeded 
: faster than that of his enemies, so 
j that ho was able to strike at the Qasimi 
allies before *Abdul Rahman could Join 
thorn. At jvI Mulaida in 1891 there was 
fought ono of the groat battles of the i 
nineteenth century in Arabia. Muhammad ( 
A1 Rashid by suporior genoralship won 
such a smashing victory that *Abdul 
. Rahman, on hearing tho news, realized 
| that his cause was doomed and that he I 
j could no longer dofond himself in 
Riyadh. Quickly ho gathered his family 
together and rode forth to seek rofugo 
in Al Hasa. 


two of his brothers and made himsolf lord 
of the port. Mubarak, a strong and ros- 
olute man, had become a friend of Ibn 
Sa , ud , s before his accession to powerj 
from this time until the restoration of 
his house to Riyadh Ibn Sa*ud could 
count on him to give whatever help he 
could. 


In 1897 Muhammad Al Rashid of Ha T il 
died after a roign of noarly thirty 
years during which he had made himself 
master of a largo part of the interior 
of *jrabia but had never succoudod in 
securing an outlet on the sea. Hfs 
nophow * Abdul *az1z, who took his place, 
was a firebrand in war but a bungler in 
diplomacy and statesmanship. Ho deter- ‘ 
mined to acquire a seaport for his 
realm., and the goal ho chose was Kuwait a 
in this ho was egged on by the Turks, 
who v/oro displeased at Mubarak*s friend¬ 
liness with the British. During the 
next throe years there was sparring back 
and forth between *Abdul *Aziz Al Rashid) * 
and Mubarak. Ibn Sa*ud was often in the 
field with Mubarak* s men; his proficion-i 
cy in desert warfare was increasing rap¬ 
idly as ho grew into manhood. 


At first tho exiles wandered about 
from plade to place. They lived with 
the *Ajman tribe and then with tho Hurra 
j down on tho edge of tho Rub* al Khali; 
j this experience addod greatly to Ibn 
Sa*ud*s knowledge of Bodouin lifo. They 
visitod tho Q^tar Peninsula and the 
island of Bahrein, whoro Shaikh *Isa 
asked tho boy of eloven, "Iu Qatar bet¬ 
tor or Bahrein?" Unhesitatingly he 
answorod, "Riyadh is bettor than them 
both." 

In the end they sottlod down in 
Kuwait, there to spend the next ton 
years or so. Tho T u rks, who regarded 
*Abdul Rahman as a possiblo counter¬ 
weight to tho'Rashidi powor, paid him a 
small ponsion, but the family had to 
livo humbly in a throe-room hettso* When 
* Abdul Rahman found a Bodouin girl for 
his son the young Ibn Sa*ud to marry he 
had to wait forty days before he could 
raise enough money to pay for tho 
wedding* 

Living in Kuwait, ono of the bus¬ 
iest perts on the Gulf, helped .greatly 
to widen Ibn Sa*ua*s horizons. Here he 
had t chance to learn much about the 
outside world. Ho becano acquainted 
with the power of the British on tho 
Gulf, and before he loft he was to see 
something of tho growth oi imperialistic 
rivalries in tho Arab lands* 

In 1896 Shaikh Mubarak, a member 
of tho ruliflg fam ily of Kuwait, ki lled ; 


Mubarak, far more skillful as a 
diplomat than his Rnshidi rival, gathor 
od about him allios from tho north and 
south. When at last ho felt himself 
strong enough, ho resolved to take tho 1 
initiative and destroy tho threat on 
his flank onoe and for all, 

(To be continued) 

*************************************** 

NAJD is tho great central region of 
Arabia. The name in Arabic means High¬ 
land; the chain of the Tuwaiq lllountains 
formgfche backbone of the region. The 
capital Riyadh lies about in the center. 
Within Najd there aro many districts, 
among which is AL ^hSIM in the north. 

AL KHARJ . tho site of tho agricultural 
experiment being directed by American 
exports, is the district just south of 
Riyadh. 

aL HASA is tho region along the 
Persian Gulf. In the broadest sense it 
runs down from Kuwait to the Rub* al 
Khali. In •' a narrow sense Al Hasa is 
used for the group of oases about the 
capital Hofuf, while tho Bedu usually 
call Hofuf itself Al Hasa. 

JADAL SEnHMAR . that is the Mountain 
of the Tribe of Shammar, is the region 
in the contral north about the city of 
Ha*il. The Shaonar, one of the most 
numerous of the Arabian tribes, range 
from tliis region to Southern Iraq. 

************** , 
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Women’s Activities ...... 


The Dhahran Women’s Club will give 

Miss Rachel Hostick 

a perty on Tuesdsy April 2, at *4 pnl -in 

Miss Jean Hutchins* 

the Clubhouse Lounge to honor the women 

Mi3s Leuella Kerr 

who arrived in Arabia since January 1st, 

The Coiunittee who are serving: 

Mrs. Lilly* 

Mi 83 Dorothy Lovett* 

Mrs. Lunien 

Mrs, Alexander 

Mrs. Larson 

Mrs, Eltiste 

Mrs. Mac Pherson 

Miss Marjorie Mitchell 

Miss Laura Me Coig* 

Mrs, Owen 

Mrs. Stapleton 

Mrs, Me Connoll 

Miss Dorothy Muinardy 

Wo list below all the women in 

Mrs. Mair 

Arabia - first, those at Has Tanurc and 

Miss Marjorie Mitchell 

following with those at Dhahran (*indic- 

Mrs. Hurdling 

atos ladies who have arrived since Jon 1 

t 

Mrs, Ohliger 

Miss Kay Avinger 

Mrs, Owen 

Miss Marion Carlson 

Miss Ciura Pnillips 

Miss Muriel Clarko 

Miss Carlita Plumb 

Miss Margaret Clements 

Miss Juanita Pregibon* 

Miss Louise Conlon 

Mrs. Ramirez 

Mrs. Cooper 

Miss Kathleen Ross* 

Mrs. Cromoton 

Dr Virginia Singleton 

Hiss Millie Delp 

Mrs. Smith 

Miss Jean Johnson 

Mrs H C Snyder 

Miss Molvu Kinch 

Mrs L M Snyder 

Miss Juno Kinnison 

Miss Virginia Soares 

Miss Betty Lombke 

Miss Barbara St John 

Miss Mildred Montgomery* 

Mrs. Staploton 

Mrs. Pfister 

Mrs. Suter 

Miss Martlia heed 

Mrs, Squires* 

Miss Yvonne Ritchey 

Miss Gloria Teski 

Mr3. Schott* 

Mrs, Tucker 

Miss Mary Shields 

Mrs. Townsend 

Miss Lucy Sutherlin 

Mrs. Trewin 

Mrs. Underwood* 

Mrs. Turner 

Mrs. Webster* 

.Miss J u an U’Ren 

Mrs. Zuwwalt 

And at Dhahran • 

Miss Ruth Holi 
Mrs. Kerr 

Mrs, Alexander 

**************************************** 

Mrs, Ames 

•* 

Miss Helen A n derson* 

April 

Mrs. Arnot 

S M T W 'T F S 

Mrs. Boone 

1 2 3 •' 4 3 6 

Mrs. Bcckley 

'1 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Miss Jeanette Burch 

14 15 16 17 13 19 20 

Mrs, Cypher* 

Mrs. Dunten 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Mrs, Pobes . 

26 29 30 

Mrs. Pry* 

*************************************** 

•* * 

Mrs. Fuman 

« 1 # f 

Sam Whipple’s Sobool 

Mrs, Fullmer* 

Miss Ann Hart* 


Mrs. Kattrup 

1 

is actually a "little red school 

hodse" now .... located at House 1621. 

Mrs. Hercus •• • 

# # 1 % 

* • 

Mrs. Hoffman ** 

There are now 12 little and big 

Mrs. Hogg* . . •. 

students attending classes, , Without 

Miss Hella Hopkins 

telling tales out of school we may have 

Mrs. Ilosiner 

a story about the children for next week 
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An Apology 


% 


Milestones in Oil 


to t>je Awali Repertory Theatre 
Society because of the unforeseen cir¬ 
cumstances which prevented thorn from 
presenting their current play at Dhahrar 
on Friday afternoon, Maroh 29. 

To apologize in print is a cold 
proposition sinco tho events laid end 
to ond become a complexity of uncertain¬ 
ties. 

The 50 odd people who assembled on 
the tennis court eagerly awaiting the 
curtain to part felt tho beating rays 
of the sun. Tho oast arrived from Ras 
Tanura about 1 p.mj tvic lady members be¬ 
came ill on the way down; and had the 
show boon presented at 2*45 or 3 p.m. 
it would have found the cast returning 
to Bahrein in tho dark. 

Our housing situation in Dhahran 
is critically short, othorwise tho 20 
odd in tho cast would hrfve beon our 
ostoemod guests Friday evening, in as 
fitting a manner as they had been re¬ 
ceived at Ras Tanura. We are quite 
happy to know that Ras Tunura thoroughly 
enjoyed (by a full audience) the "Night 
of January 16", when it was presented in 
the open on Thursday night. 

We sincerely hope the players were 
not as disappointed with our lack of 
facilities at Dhahran as wo wore in 
being deprived the honor to have enjoyed 
their dramatic efforts. Ed, 

*************************************** 

Overheard in the Dining Room; 

Newcomer: "Say I just heard a driller 
say they were going to acidize a well; 
what does that moan?" 

3 rd Termer: "To improve it, greenhorn." 

Newcomer: "Say, why don’t they acidize 
transportation around here?" 

******************** ** *** ************** 
That’s how it started 

In 1564* the tenants of France oele 
brated a gala day on April 1, playing 
tricks and doing foolish things. They 
wore happy bocause they had won an impor 
tant court decision over the land owners 
of tho country. Thus was the start of 
April Fools* Day. 

*************************************** 
Ploase, ond we know you will 

road the Bulletin Boards regarding 
this month’s ration allotment; Abqoiq 
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Let us remind those who have pasaec 
milestones with either Texaco, Soocl, 01 
affiliated Companies, during larch ... 


Harold Bockley 
Richard Bramkamp 
William Eltiste 
Wendell Hensley 
James Hogg 
A. B. Jones 
A1 Kienholz 
Robert F, King 
Richard Me Carthy 
John 0. Mao Kay 
J. Paul Mandaville 
Sam A Myers 
John w “later 
Ralph Pur' ell 
U. V. Stewart 
Harold J« Turner 
F. Von Bieborstoin 


.»nd on April 4 Albert E.- Fox com¬ 
pletes 30 years continuous service with 

the C.' ipany. 

*************************************** 

Birthdays for the coming weok: 

Claude Enyart Mar 31 

Jaok Mahoney Mar 31 

Archie Perry Mar 31 

Horry Anderson Ayr 1 

Jimmee Fullerton Ayr 1 

Richard.Bowen Apr 2 

Clarence Quinn Apr 2 

Ralph Doughty Apr 3 

Albert Foster Apr 3 

Buzz Hayden Apr 3 

E V Me Culley Apr 3 

Sam Olmsted Apr 3 

Goorgo Patterson Apr 3 

Fred Bouoko Apr 4 

Art Osborne Apr 4 

William Riobards Apr 4 

William Moss Apr 5 

Warren Stanton Apr 5 

Charles Dolan Apr 5 

Frank O’Connell Apr 6 

Robert Me Henry *pr 6 

The Fiold Joins in wishing you 

"Many Happy Returns of the Dayl" 


Warning 


Any man appearing at the Clubhouse 
lounge between 4 and 6 p.m. on Tuesday 

April 2, will have to pourtl? 
*************************************** 

"We yell about transportation 

but how many of us are guilty of de 
taining taxis unnecessarily. I had a 
without flowing facilities gets a better taxi wait the other night while 1 fresh¬ 
ened up to go to the Clubhouse!" R/ 


deal, which they well deserve !Il 



















